

7

[bookmark: _GoBack]ROY ROSENZWEIG CENTER FOR HISTORY AND NEW MEDIA:

SEPTEMBER 11 DIGITAL ARCHIVE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT







Oral History Interview
With

Annie Bratcher


By Rebecca Brenner

Newseum, 555 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 20001

1 December 2016

ROY ROSENZWEIGN CENTER FOR HISTORY AND NEW MEDIA: 
SEPTEMBER 11 DIGITAL ORAL HISTORY PROJECT


NARRATOR: Annie Bratcher 
DATE: 1 December 2016
INTERVIEWER: Rebecca Brenner 
PLACE:  Newseum, 555 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 20001 


NARRATOR’S PERSONAL DATA 
Occupation: Management Support Specialist  
Year of Birth: 1956 


SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW
Since the first interview terminated early due to lunch hour interruptions, Annie returned for a second interview, this time at my place of work. This interview, Part II, covers mostly how much and when she reflects on the events of September 11, 2001. She thinks about them when she visits the chapel in the Pentagon. She prays for the friends that she lost and for their loved ones. The interview concludes with Annie discussing her Christian faith and her belief that everything happens for a reason.


INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS
A background journal is available how the oral historian came in contact with the narrator, dynamics that shaped the interview, and a brief summary of the narrator’s experiences. 

COPYRIGHT STATUS
Material will be published on the September 11 Digital Archive website: public access with no restrictions. 


INDEX TERMS
Annie Bratcher; September 11th; Department of Defense; Pentagon










RB: Rebecca Brenner
AB: Annie Bratcher 

RB: This is Rebecca Brenner. Today is December 1, 2016. I am here at the Newseum in Washington, DC, with Annie Bratcher from the Pentagon for our oral history part two. This is a follow-up interview to the first part. So, before we dive right back into where we were, how is your day going? How has it been going today?

AB: Fine. Awesome. 

RB: Did you read Psalm 27?

AB: Yes I did. 

RB: How was your commute?

AB: My commute this morning was awesome. It was very nice this morning.

RB: Good. Were you already in the office today?

AB: Yes, I was in the office this morning. I got up right around 4:30 this morning and got myself together. I knew I was coming here, so I was excited. I got to work around about 6:45. I went to the office and did a couple of things. I talked to my boss. My boss had been off for about two weeks. He was going out of the country. He made a change to his reservation, and he had to leave the country right now. I sat there and talked to him for a while. And then he was excited that I was doing this. 

RB: Is this Kenneth or a different boss?

AB: No, not Kenneth. The colonel. He was supposed to leave the country on Sunday, but his plans changed. 

RB: Do you get up at 4:30 every day?

AB: Sometimes. It depends what I have to do. Sometimes I get up and cook breakfast in the morning. If I have to cook breakfast or something, I get up at 4:30. I usually get up at 5:00 and listen to my gospel. Howard University has a good gospel station at 5:00 in the morning. At 4:55 they do the prayer, so I usually get up at 4:45. I do not want to miss the prayer. 

RB: Wow, so this is the middle of your day right now?

AB: Yes.

RB: And was that the case on September 11? It was late morning when the plane hit the Pentagon. 

AB: Yes.

RB: How many hours had you already been in the building?

AB: I had gotten to work. During that time I had to be at work at 7:30, so probably about the same time. Probably about 6:45 or 7:00

RB: How has an average day at the Pentagon changed since then?

AB: It has changed a lot. A lot of people have left, and they have remodeled the building. There is a lot of work that they are doing, and there is more security. There is more security. Before the plane hit, we were able to get off the metro and walk right into the building. But after that we cannot do that anymore.

2:52

RB: What was that transition like?

AB: It was different. It takes more time to enter the building now than it did.

RB: What about inside the building? When they were working on it, did that affect your day at all?

AB: No, I just worked around everybody there. There were contractors working all around the office downstairs. 

RB: How often do people in the building mention the terrorist attack now?

3:27

AB: In my circle, not too many people mention it. People mention it when people come there to visit from other places. They ask me about it if they knew I was there. They ask me questions: “How was your day? How are you handling it?”

RB: How often do visitors ask that?

AB: People come into the building and visit from different places: Fort Brag and Kentucky. We have people visit from different places. They ask if it affected me and did it make me stronger. People ask me because they know that I am very religious. They ask me how did it help me religion-wise. It made me stronger.

RB: How do you explain that to them when they ask?

AB: I let them know that God has always been first in my life, so I know that God was with me that day like he always is. I read my Daily Bread every day.

RB: Have there been moments when you felt like talking about the attacks versus moments when you did not want to talk about it?
AB: I will talk about it. It will make me feel better to talk about it. It is one day that I will not forget. Things happen in your life, and you just but it behind you. But this one day, I will always remember.

RB: Can you tell me about your other friends in the building on that day and how they have coped with the events since then?

AB: It affected a lot of people. One of my girl friends, Denise, she was on that side that day. She continued to go to work there. She retired about three years ago. She worked for a few more years, and then she decided that she was going to go into retirement. But then I had a couple more associates that worked there, and they just left because they could not work in the building anymore. 

RB: How often do you see Denise now?

AB: I see her about every weekend because her husband owns a house at Walter Reed. 

RB: How often do you and Denise discuss September 11th? 

AB: We talk about it. 

RB: What does she say?

AB: We talk about it. I gave her this Bible. She used to work in my section. I gave her this Bible, and she remembers that the Bible that she left on the desk was left on Proverbs. And she always remembers that day. She left that Bible there because when they left the building, she could not take anything with her. When she came back to the building and received her personal items, the Bible was still there open. I do not know what verse it was. I cannot remember what verse it was. 

RB: What about other things in your days that might remind you of it, such as the news and movies? 
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AB: It does remind me when I walk to the chaplain office on that side of the building. The memorial is right there. I go to the chaplain office a lot. I go to that side of the building every Tuesday to go to the chaplain office, and that brings back memories. So, I would say every week when I go to the chaplain office.   

RB: On Tuesdays – what does the chapel office do?

AB: They have different religions. They are there for religious support. They have different services there. 

RB: Tell me about the daily activities at their office? 

AB: They do support, and they have a prayer service every Wednesday at seven o’clock. They do some things to support the military. That is something that they do every day. They have the chapel and the chapel office. They have an office on the second floor also, but I only go to the first floor.

RB: How long has the chapel been there?

AB: They always had a chapel on that side of the building, but since 9/11, they put that chapel there on that side of the building. It was not there before 9/11.

RB: Does it serve a different purpose now than it did before 2001?

AB: No, but it is a little bit more stronger now. I guess that people need more help now since 9/11. I visit more than I did before 9/11. 

RB: To what extent are there interfaith services?
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AB: Yes. 

RB: How often do you think about the events of September 11th?

AB: I think about it often, especially every Tuesday. I go to the office and the chapel, so I would say every week. I think about how blessed I am, and I pray for the families that lost loved ones.  

RB: You mentioned that you lost a few friends and a former boss, right?

AB: Yes. I lost my coworker, Colonel Hogan. I lost him, and he used to work in my office. He had just gone up there to work in the front office. And Miss Diane was a general administrative person. 

RB: How do you honor their memory? 

AB: I pray for Colonel Hogan, and I was trying to reach out to his family down in Georgia, but I lost contact with them. And I just pray for Miss Diane every year. I pray for her daughter. I really pray for her daughter. I have not been in contact with her lately, but I just pray for her daughter to make sure that she is okay.

RB: How old is the daughter now?

AB: She is grown now because she was just fifteen at the time that this happened. 

RB: Have you talked to her about the events?

AB: No. I have not talked to her.

10:40

RB: Those are all of my questions. Are there any more anecdotes, thoughts, or words of wisdom that you can offer?

AB: As everybody knows, just pray each day. Let God be your guide. Whatever happens, it is in God’s plan, the good things. God does not let bad things happen, so I stay in the office every day with the men who work with me. People say why does god let bad things happen, but god does not let bad things happen. I guess someone died in a car accident. But God does not let bad things happen. He might put something in line to get you closer to him, but he does not put bad things in your life. Whatever he puts in your life, he will get you through it. 

RB: Why do bad things happen in your view?
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AB: I think that bad things happen because of the people in this world: some people, not everybody. I think that is what happened. God was not driving the car that hit that car. They were not paying attention. If it is not time for you to leave this world, then God is not going to take you. That is my thought. Someone might have a different story, but that is mine. 

God always took care of me. That day when I did not want to walk through that building by myself, he told me: “I will be with you that day until it is time to take you, and then you have to go.”

RB: That is a perfect conclusion. Thank you so much for sharing, and once again, I am just so glad that your experiences will be in this archive. Thank you again.

AB: Thank you. You are welcome. 

End of Interview




