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Name of the victim: JOSE MORALES

Name of the beneficiary: FELIX MARTINEZ

Felix, a 34-year-old Mexican woman, came to the US on September 11, looking for her

companion, Jose Morales, who was working in a pizza place at the Twin Towers. He had

arrived on June looking for better opportunities to support his family, for whom he was

the only resource or income.

Felix left her four children in Mexico, and she gave birth to a baby girl on January 25,

2002; this is their fifth child. She doesn’t speak English, she cannot read and write. She

has been unable to open a case of Missing Person for Jose, due to the lack of documents

to prove he was there, and her common-law status makes her ineligible for any of the

benefits.

Felix went back to the small village with her family. With the generous support of

different donors Asociación Tepeyac was able to provide financial support, which was

very significant for the family.   They were able to buy a land-plot, building a very small

home with furniture, and a business for selling food.

Name of the Victim:  Juan Ortega

Name of the Beneficiary:  Luz Maria Mendoza

Juan Ortega 31, was working at the World Trade Center doing deliveries for the Fine and

Schapiro Restaurant at South Tower.  His family lives in Jonacatepec, Morelos in

Mexico.  He was the only support for  his three children and his wife Luz Maria Sanchez.

During the last 9 months, Juan’s family has been able to improve a small family business

in the local market, located in a shantytown in Mexico [thanks to the help that Asociación

Tepeyac has been able to provide]. His wife has been an excellent administrator of

resources. She improved significantly the small clothing sales business by introducing

new products. Currently, she has the largest stand in the local market, from which she

gets enough funds to sustain herself, her mother-in law and her three children. The

children have moved up to new schools given the fact that the eldest child has begun the
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tenth grade; he must go everyday to the closest city because in his small town there is not

a continuing school for him. He would like to study in a university career and, one day he

become a Doctor.

Name of the Victim: Victor Antonio Martinez Pastranaf

Victor Antonio Martinez Pastrana, 38, died at the WTC attack last September 11th.  The

surviving family; three children and  his wife, Rosario Arrazola are still living in Puebla.

They were left without support. Mr. Martinez was the main sustainere for the family in

Puebla, he came to US 3 years ago and was working for a restaurant at one of the Towers.

The family in Puebla found out that he was missing after September 11th. Victor Antonio

Martinez was an undocumented worker and there is no proof that could help the family

assure their future with the benefits that the rest of the Victims’ families are entitled to.

After the terrible situation that the family had to face, Mrs. Arrazola, and the oldest child

have been having problems with their health.  Since Victor Arturo was little, he has had a

cardiovascular deficiency, and these circumstances have make their health worse.  The

lack of money, and the grief has not allowed them to have a normal life since then.

Although it has been very difficult for the family to overcome the situation, they have

been had the support of Asociacion Tepeyac and are in the process of recovery,

economically and emotionally. For several months there has been a caseworker who is

permanently in Mexico and has kept a close relationship with them. Victor’s family is

being visited in their city and supported by a caseworker who is assisting directly in local

concerns.  Asociacion Tepeyac has been working to set up two small businesses for them.

One business is a public Internet café with 6 computers, 1 scanner, 2 printers and other

additional services. The second one is a small diner for selling Mexican typical food. The

first business was the dream of Victor and the main reason he came to work to the US.

He planned this project but unfortunately he could not achieve it. Today his family is

trying to make the project succeed and improve their life conditions.

Name of the victim: ANTONIO JAVIER ALVAREZ



Missing but not counted Asocicación Tepeyac, November, 2002

3

Name of the beneficiary: FILIBERTA BARRAGAN

Antonio Javier, a young 23 year old Mexican, was born in a little town called Santa Ana

Ahuatempa, in the state of Puebla. He had been living in New York with his wife

Filiberta Barragan (23 years old), and his small boy Giovanni, for little more than a year.

He was an undocumented worker. He had been working at Windows on the World in the

WTC for eight months, as a cook. He was the only economic support for his family.

Filibertha is taking English courses. For Giovanni, she would like good education, and

the possibility to offer him extracurricular activities like karate or football. Filiberta sends

money to her parents, who live in Matamoros, Puebla.

Name of the victim: BETSEY MARTINEZ

Name of the beneficiary: Luis Gaston (father)

Betsy Martinez  33.  Worked for Cantor and Fitzgerald Co as an assistant manager. Betsy

was a single mother of Cristina, 13, and Ariel, 11.  Her husband died on 1994 and she

took good care of the children since then.  The two children are now living with their

grandfather (Betsy’s father).  He has assured Cristina and Ariel a safe future, has helped

the girls cope with the crisis and takes care of them.

Name of the victim: JOSE CARDONA

Name of the beneficiary: PAULINA CARDONA

Jose Cardona, a 34 year old man, was working in the financial department of Carr

Futures. He has two kids with his wife Mrs. Paulina Cardona (33 years old): Miguel

Morante, 14 years old, and Joshua Cardona, 7 months old. After the tragedy Mrs.

Cardona had serious health problems, which complicated the case at the beginning.  Mrs.

Paulina contacted Asociacion Tepeyac to ask for support.

Name of the victim: FABIAN RAMIRO SOTO

Name of the beneficiary: Elda Giron

Fabian Ramiro Soto Cumbicos, 31, was born in Macara, Loja, Ecuador.  He arrived in US

7 years ago.  Fabian lived with his wife, Elda Giron in New Jersey; he was the main

support for her and his family in Ecuador; an 8 year old boy, Jose Fabian Soto and his
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mother Justa Elvira , 50 years old. In the tragedy of September 11th, Fabian Soto died at

his place of work, the ABM Cleaning Company.  He had been working in the WTC area

for only 3 weeks. In the tragedy the family lost a loving husband, great father and son.

Name of the victim: JOSE BIENVENIDO  GOMEZ

Name of the beneficiary: BLANCA  GOMEZ

Jose Bienvenido Gomez was born in the Dominican Republic. He was working in the

kitchen of the Windows on the World restaurant when the tragedy happened. He was

married and his wife and his children live in New York City. His wife, Mrs. Blanca

Gomez (34), used to work in a clothing factory.  She is no longer working. The tragedy

has led to depression for Blanca. The girls, Joann and Joana Gomez (13, twins), and

Melissa Gomez (10) have also been deeply affected by the tragedy.

The family has also lost another member.  Jose Bienvenido,  Enrique Gomez’s brother,

was also working in Windows of The World restaurant when the tragedy took place.

Name of the victim:  Leobardo Lopez

Leobardo Pascual Lopez (42 years old), was born in San Pablo Anciano, Puebla, Mexico.

He worked for Windows on the World.  Mr. Pascual was the only support of three

families: his mother; his first wife whom he had two children, Mariela Lopez Huerta

(daughter, 13 years old) and Lizeth Lopez Huerta (daughter, 11 years old); and his

common law wife, Imelda Reyes, with whom he was more closely related at the time of

the attack. They had two children together, Juan Lopez Reyes (son, 7 years old) and

Diego Lopez Reyes (son, 4 years old).  He used to send money these families.

Imelda Reyes is now living in New Jersey trying to obtain the compensation for the

children.  The situations of the families are not easy due to the fact of the illegal

immigration status of the deceased Leobardo Lopez.
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Asociacion Tepeyac has economically and emotionally supported these families. Services

provided to these families include helping collect benefits they are all entitled to,

translation and legal advocacy.

Name of the Victim:  Antonio Melendez

Name of the Beneficiary:  Julia Hernández

Antonio Melendez had 43 years old and worked in the kitchen at Windows on the World.

He was on the 107th floor on the World Trade Center on September 11th when disaster

struck and has not been heard from since.

Mr. Melendez was born in Mexico and had been living in New York for nine years. His

wife Mrs. Julia Hernandez is now living alone with their four children: Marco Antonio

Melendez 10, Yaritza Melendez 9, Daisy Melendez 7, and Saul Melendez 2 years old.

As the family mourns their loss, they also face extensive social and financial problems.

Currently existing on small donations, their future is still uncertain. Antonio Melendez

was an undocumented immigrant worker and this condition makes the family ineligible

for some help from agencies which aid WTC victims.

Name of the victim: KENNETH LIRA

Name of the beneficiary: MARINA AREVALO

Kenneth Lira was born in New Jersey on December 9, 1972.  His family is from Peru.

Kenneth was working for Genuity on the 110th floor of the World Trade Center when the

tragedy occurred.  Marina Arevalo, the mother of Kenny is still very sad and depressed.

She is been receiving support from friends and family, but she has not overcome the loss

yet. Still she does not feel strong enough to go ahead with her life. The family has come

together after the tragedy, trying to provide support to the mother who needs it the most.

Name of the victim: LUIS REVILLA

Name of the beneficiary: NANCY REVILLA (wife)

Luis Revilla was born in Peru.  He was working for Washington Group as an engineer in

the 91st floor of Tower 2. He was living with his wife, Nancy Revilla, who is from



Missing but not counted Asocicación Tepeyac, November, 2002

6

Ecuador. Nancy is very affected, since they had just married a couple years ago. After the

tragedy, Nancy was left hoplesss and depressed.  It has been difficult to recover and she

thinks that by moving to Florida things will be better, away from painful memories.

Name of the victim: LUIS EDUARDO TORRES  RUEDA

Name of the beneficiary: MARIA TERESA RUEDA DE TORRES

Luis Eduardo Torres, 31 years old, was working as a Currency Trader for Cantor -

Fitzgerald on September 11. He married Mrs. Alissa Rosenberg and had a child with her

who was born a few months before he passed away. From a previous marriage Luis

Eduardo had two kids: Kevin Torres who is 7 years old, and Nicolas Torres who is 3

years old. Both families were dependents of Luis Eduardo Torres Rueda. Luis Eduardo’s

mother, Mrs. Maria Teresa Rueda de Torres, was also depending on him. At the time of

the tragedy, Mrs. Rueda was living in Colombia, where Luis Eduardo was born. She has

come to United States and is now recovering from the loss.

Name of the victim : ENRIQUE GOMEZ

Name of the beneficiary: TERESA GOMEZ

Enrique Gomez was born in the Dominican Republic; his whole family was born there,

too. He was working in the kitchen of the restaurant Windows on the World when the

tragedy happened. He is married and his wife and his children live in the U.S.

His wife, Mrs. Teresa Gomez, is 34 years old and she used to work in a cloth factory. She

is not working right now, she is very affected and depressed.  She had three children with

Enrique, Angeline 16, Jeannette 14 and Enrique 7 years old;they are very affected by the

tragedy as well.

Teresa and her three kids live in the U.S. with Teresa’s father, who is 69 years old. This

family also lost another member, the brother of Enrique Gomez, Jose Bienvenido, who

was working also in Windows of The World, in the kitchen, and his family also lives here

in NY. All the family has documents of residence in US and the kids are citizens.
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Name of the victim: ENEMENCIO DARIO HIDALGO

Name of the beneficiary: KARINA HIDALGO (DAUGHTER)

Enemencio Dario Hidalgo was  born in the Dominican Republic and was 48 years old

when the tragedy occurred. He was working in the kitchen of the restaurant Windows on

the World when the tragedy happened. He was living with wife Ana and his children in

the U.S. The couple has been together for 20 years and have three children, Angela

Karina Rosario, 18, Darelis Rosario 11 and Diana Rosario 6. Mrs. Ana Rosario, who is

35 years old, is very depressed. She used to work as a housekeeper. She is not working

now, and her daughter, Karina, is taking care of the help that the agencies are offering.

Name of the victim: LUIS NORALES

Name of the beneficiay:  ELDA NUÑEZ

Luis Norales was from Honduras and lived in New York City. He is a victim of the

World Trade Center tragedy. He was in Tower 1, floor 87, and he was there for an

interview for a job when the attack occurred. His common law. ex- wife, Elda Nuñez, had

four kids with him and Luis was the economic support for them. She wants her children

to go to university. The kids are: Anthony Enrique Norales ( 16 years), Juan Carlos

Norales (15 years), Diego Armando Norales (14 years), Nadia Odette Norales ( 4 years).

Name of the Victim: MANUEL ASITIMBAY

Name of the Beneficiary: CARMEN MEJIA

Manuel Asitimbay was the main support of his family , four children and his wife. He

was working in one of the towers of the WTC for Windows on the World until September

11th. Since then he is one of the missing people of the disaster. This family lived on a

daily basis income. Carmen and Manuel came from Ecuador 12 years ago, but they were

not able to get permanent residency, and with undocumented status, the family is not

eligible for the regular benefits that most of the families of the victims of the World

Trade Center attack are receiving.  Carmen Mejia has to support the four children

between the ages of 4 and 13 and be the only source of income, as well as to assure their

education.
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The names and ages of the children are: Wilson Asitimbay (13 years old), Ricardo

Asitimbay (13 years old), Wilmer Asitimbay (8 years old), Edwin Asitimbay (4 years

old).

She would like to continue with the plans that Manuel Asitimbay and her had for the

kids. They were planning to buy a house and provide the best education. Their plans may

have to be postponed, since she will have survive and support the family by herself now,

as Manuel Asitimbay  worked at Windows of the World.

Name of the Victim: JUAN SALAS.

Beneficiary;  Rosa Espino

Juan Salas, 37, was born in Dominican Republic. He was working at Windows on the

World at the time of the attack last September 11th. He’s been missing since then. Juan

Salas was the main support for Rosa and the three children, Kerwin Espino, 15, Dennis,

14 and Pamela, 12.

Juan Salas was not only supporting his family, Rosa and the three children who live in

the Bronx, he was also supporting the family in Dominican Republic. A month ago

Rosa’s mother returned to the Dominican Republic.

Rosa had a job as a cook on a restaurant at 175th St. and St. Nicholas which was closed in

December, 2001. At this point Rosa Espino is facing many difficulties in recovering from

the loss.

Name of the victim: NEREIDA DE JESUS

Name of the beneficiary: NEREIDA VALLE (mother)

Ms. Nereida de Jesus was 30 years old and lived with her daughter Lauren, 7 years old, in

a small apartment in Woodland the Bronx. Her new job as a claims adjuster at Aon

Insurance, which she started only a few months before September 11, enabled her to give

her daughter a life without economic problems. Her mother, Mrs. Nereida Valle, loved

her daughter and granddaughter and she always gave them support when they need it.
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Name of the victim: MARTIN MORALES

Name of the beneficiary: CRESCENCIO MORALES AND GONZALO MORALEZ

Martin Morales 22, was born in Santa Catarina, Tlaxcala, Mexico. He used to support his

parents Crescencio Morales 60, and Mauricia Zempoaltecatl 60. Martin Morales worked

for Windows on the World.

The family Morales lives now in Mexico, they are very affected by the tragedy,

especially because Martin was the youngest of all their children. He had come to the US

only a year before the attack and was supporting his parents in Mexico. They are now

very affected emotionally, they are living alone in their hometown trying to apply for the

benefits to which they are entitled.

Name of the Victim: VISHNOO RAMSAROOP

Name of the beneficiary: SHIRIMATTI RAMSAROOP

Vishnoo Ramsaroop (45 years old) was working in the tower 2, 104th floor in American

Building Maintenance, in the Maintenance Department when the tragedy happened. He is

married to Shrimatti Ramsaroop (41 years old), and she used to work on Long Island, as a

Home Health Aide taking care of elderly people. She is not working at this moment

because she has a baby and she has to take care of all the home duties.

They also have older four girls together: Mohana Waddraji (17 years old), Melissa

Waddraji (19 years old), Tiffany Ramsaroop (8 years old), Ashly Ramsaroop (5 years

old), Kimberly Ramsaroop ( 1 years old ).

 Name of the victim (WTC): IVHAN CARPIO

Name of the beneficiary: GLORIA CARPIO

Ivhan Carpio born in Peru. On September 11th he became 25 years old. He was working

in the kitchen of the restaurant Windows on the World when the tragedy happened. He is

single and he used to live here in the U.S. with his family. Ivhan Carpio and all his family

have legal documents to live in this country. They are also receiving help from Red
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Cross, Social Security, Safe Horizons and all the help that the government and

organizations are giving to the families that suffered this tragedy.

Name of the victim: VICTORIA ALVAREZ DE BRITO

Name of the beneficiary: Mrs. MILKELLA ESPINAL (mother)

Victoria Alvarez de Brito was working for Marsh and McLennan in the financial

department. She was married to Mr. Mario Brito and had two children: James Brito, 9

years old; and Raul Brito, 6 years old. The family is planning to go back to the

Dominican Republic


